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Americans with Disabilities Act and the 75th
anniversary of the Rehabilitation Act of 1920,
we can look back with satisfaction on the tre-
mendous advances we have made on our
journey.

Because of the passage and implementa-
tion of these landmark pieces of legislation,
millions of Americans with disabilities have
received the training and skills to become
competitive and productive employees.
Working Americans who became disabled in
mid-life have received the help they need to
adapt to their changed circumstances and to
resume their contributions to our society.
Today, employers across the Nation are
working closely with State rehabilitation
agencies to ensure that men and women with
disabilities are trained to succeed at the jobs
of tomorrow.

Thanks largely to the efforts of people with
disabilities, America has come a long way
from the time when these citizens were kept
out of sight and out of mind. Today, our Na-
tion’s disability policies emphasize inclusion,
independence, and empowerment. Our laws
declare that Americans with disabilities have
a fundamental right to full equality—and are
entitled to the same choices and opportuni-
ties as their fellow citizens who are not dis-
abled.

But we still have a long way to travel be-
fore we reach our goal of full equality in fact
as well as in law. Today, two-thirds of all per-
sons with disabilities remain unemployed, al-
though many of them already have received
appropriate training and rehabilitative serv-
ices. And even more distressing, millions of
these individuals would find it difficult to
work if a job were offered to them simply
because our society has not instituted the
changes needed to help them perform their
work responsibilities.

People with disabilities want to work, and
it is vital that we offer them the means to
gain full employment. Not only is this the
right thing to do, it is the prudent thing as
well. If America is to continue to succeed
in our rapidly changing global economy, we
cannot afford to waste the talents, knowl-
edge, vision, or abilities of a single individual.

Let us celebrate National Rehabilitation
Week by rededicating ourselves to the spirit
of equality. As we move toward the era of

hope and opportunity promised by the 21st
century, we must guarantee that every Amer-
ican has a share in that hope and ensure that
the doors of opportunity are open to all. By
empowering each person, including those
with disabilities, to live up to his or her full
potential, we will infuse our Nation with
fresh energy for the challenges before us.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 17
through September 23, 1995, as ‘‘National
Rehabilitation Week.’’ I call upon the people
of the United States, including government
officials, employers, educators, and volun-
teers, to observe this week with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities honor-
ing all those who work for self-determination,
equal treatment, and full participation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:34 p.m., September 18, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

The President’s Radio Address
September 16, 1995

Good morning. Last week I spoke with you
about what I believe must be done to reform
our Nation’s broken welfare system. I said
that real welfare reform should reflect the
values all of us as Americans share: work,
personal responsibility, and family. And I
challenged the Senate to put aside its par-
tisan differences to stand up to ideological
extremism and to find common ground and
higher ground.

Ever since the 1992 campaign, I’ve been
appealing to Americans to join me in an ef-
fort to end welfare as we know it. Since I
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became President, I’ve been working to re-
form welfare State by State while pushing
for national action in Congress.

Our administration has freed 34 States
from Federal rules to enable them to move
people from welfare to work. We’ve offered
all 50 States the opportunity to set time limits
on welfare, require people to work or stay
in school, give private employers incentives
to work. And it’s working. The welfare rolls
are down, the food stamp rolls are down
across America. But we still need national
action in Congress.

The votes taken this week by the United
States Senate under the leadership of a bi-
partisan coalition of Democrats and mod-
erate Republicans give us hope that a conclu-
sion to this effort may only be days or weeks
away.

After months of sometimes bitter debate,
we are now within striking distance of trans-
forming the welfare system in four fun-
damental ways: First, people on welfare will
have to work in return for the help they re-
ceive. Second, no one who can work will be
able to stay on welfare forever. Third, we will
begin to make work possible by providing
child care for mothers of young children. And
fourth, we will put in place the toughest child
support enforcement measures ever.

It wasn’t always this way. Not long ago,
some in Congress wanted to punish children
for the mistakes of their parents, and some
still do. Others wanted to pretend that States
could require mothers to work without the
child care they need.

But this week, an overwhelming bipartisan
majority in the Senate rejected that course
and began to insist that welfare reform
should be about moving people from welfare
to work, not simply cutting them off. Sen-
ators in both parties agreed to provide re-
sources for child care.

They agreed that States have a responsibil-
ity to maintain their own efforts to move peo-
ple from welfare to work and to care for poor
children and that States should have access
to a contingency fund to protect against an
economic downturn that would put people
out of work and on welfare through no fault
of their own. They also agreed on a revolu-
tionary work performance bonus that I have
urged that for the first time ever will reward

States for placing welfare recipients into pri-
vate sector jobs.

They agreed that instead of just cutting off
young unwed mothers, we should require
them to live at home, stay in school, and turn
their lives around. And if their homes are
unsuitable, this bill provides incentives for
States to establish second-chance homes, a
part of our national effort to reduce teen
pregnancy and give young people a better
start in life.

All these things have long been critical ele-
ments of my approach to welfare reform,
from my service as Governor to my work as
President. For 15 years I have worked on
this problem. I know these things will make
a real difference in moving people from wel-
fare to work.

Soon, both the House and the Senate will
have endorsed all the tough child support en-
forcement provisions I supported last year,
including saying to parents who owe child
support, ‘‘If you can pay up and you don’t,
we’ll take your driver’s license away.’’

Despite the progress we’ve made, our
work isn’t done yet. We’ll be working hard
on this bill over the next few weeks to make
sure the right incentives are there to move
people from welfare to work, to make sure
children are protected, and that States not
only share the problem but have the re-
sources they need to get the job done. And
we’ll be working hard to build on the biparti-
san progress we made this week. We must
not let it fall apart when the House and Sen-
ate meet to resolve their differences.

Still, there are some on the far right who
say they don’t want welfare reform at all un-
less it meets all their ideological litmus tests.
These extremists want to cut off all help to
children whose mothers are poor, young, and
unmarried, even though the Catholic Church
and many Republicans have warned that this
would lead to more abortions. These same
people want Washington to impose man-
dates, like a family cap, even though Repub-
lican and Democratic Governors alike agree
that these decisions should be left to the
States.

By an overwhelming bipartisan majority,
the Senate showed wisdom and courage in
rejecting those litmus tests this week. I chal-
lenged the conference committee of House
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and Senate Members to do the same. One
of the primary reasons I ran for President
was to reform welfare. I’ve done my best to
do it without congressional action, but with
the right kind of congressional action, we can
do the job right. We can advance work and
personal responsibility and family.

Finally, we’re on the verge of coming to
grips with one of the most fundamental social
problems of our time, moving people from
welfare to work. Now we must finish the job,
and we can’t let ideological extremism and
politics as usual get in the way. Make no mis-
take: If Congress walks away from this bipar-
tisan progress, they will kill welfare reform.

But we’ve worked too hard, too long, to
let partisan extremism kill this effort. Welfare
reform will not work and cannot pass unless
it’s a truly bipartisan effort. And it will only
become law if it truly reflects the spirit of
our great Nation and the values of all Ameri-
cans.

There’s an important lesson in what took
place this week. If we can find common
ground on the issue of welfare reform, surely
we can find it in our efforts to solve our other
problems, especially in our effort to balance
the budget in a way that will strengthen fami-
lies and prepare our citizens to meet the
challenges and opportunities of the 21st cen-
tury. Let’s do welfare reform, then let’s do
the budget and do it right.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Memorandum on Travel to Lebanon
September 15, 1995

Presidential Determination No. 95–42

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Partial Resumption of Travel to
Lebanon

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
49 U.S.C. 40106(b), I hereby determine that
the prohibition of transportation services to
Lebanon established by Presidential Deter-
mination 85–14 of July 1, 1985, as amended
by Presidential Determination 92–41 of Au-

gust 17, 1992, is hereby further amended to
permit U.S. air carriers, solely through inter-
line arrangements, to engage in foreign air
transportation to and from Lebanon of:

a) passengers who are not U.S. citizens;
and

b) U.S. citizen passengers who have re-
ceived written approval from the De-
partment of State for travel to Lebanon;

and their accompanying baggage.
All other prohibitions set forth in the

above-referenced Presidential Determina-
tions, including the prohibition on direct op-
erations to Lebanon by U.S. air carriers, re-
main in effect.

You are directed to implement this deter-
mination as soon as is practical, with due re-
gard to the safety of travelers going to and
from Lebanon.

You are further directed to publish this de-
termination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 18.

Proclamation 6825—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 1995
September 16, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans, unlike many other peoples, are

linked to one another neither by the confines
of geography nor by centuries of tradition.
Instead, we base our citizenship on a founda-
tion of shared ideals and ideas, bringing gifts
from every country, race, and culture. Those
whose ancestors came to these shores long
ago and first-generation immigrants alike—
all are bound by the unique set of principles
set forth in the documents that established
and continue to define this Nation.

We find our heritage in profound words:
in the declaration that all men are created
equal, endowed with unalienable rights to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; in
the invitation of liberty extended to the tired,
the poor, the huddled masses yearning to
breathe free; and in the pledge to remain
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